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Remembering Stansfield View 
 

 

Proposal for a blue plaque to commemorate the site of Stansfield View Hospital and wider legacy planning to 

create a permanent historical record 

Next year will mark the thirtieth anniversary of the 

closure of Stansfield View, the long stay hospital for 

people with learning disabilities in Calderdale. The 

building was demolished in the 1990’s and in its 

place now stands a development of detached 

executive housing. 

For much of the last century Stansfield View and 

many similar institutions were as integral a part of 

the fabric of life as the local textile mills. Almost 

everyone had a connection to the place either 

through a relative living there, knowing someone 

who worked there or just being aware of its 

existence high above the nearby mill towns and surrounding villages. A significant chapter in the history of 

Todmorden and its people and a symbol of the times; the building acting as a physical representation of the 

wider view of people with learning disabilities. 

With the loss of the building there is a danger we could lose this important part of our local history and the link 

to so many lives, citizens of Todmorden and the surrounding valley whose memories we have a duty to keep 

alive. It has been said that "how a society treats its most vulnerable is always the measure of its humanity”.   For 

many people it’s difficult to imagine that such a relatively short time ago people with learning disabilities were 

separated from their families, local communities, and wider society and that this was common practice. Our 

values and attitudes have shifted significantly since that time and people with learning disabilities now enjoy 

rights, freedoms and opportunities which were not possible a generation ago. 

In a sense we are all of part of that story, it’s inextricably linked to our pasts, and continues to impact on the 

present – it’s part of our social history, our collective DNA. We now accept that this form of wholesale 

segregation is wrong. We can learn from historical mistakes, but we should not pretend they didn't happen. 

That view is careless and misguided. We must not and should not try to bury the past. Doing so would be to 

disregard the hundreds of lives that in many cases were admitted to Stansfield View as young children and 

remained there until their dying day; by acknowledging that time we can commemorate the people who lived 

at Stansfield View and other similar institutions.  

I propose a blue plaque to commemorate the site of the building. A physical reminder of what once stood there, 

but more importantly an acknowledgement of the value and recognition of the people who lived there, and 

those who worked there. We should remember that although those times of institutionalisation are now viewed 
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from a more enlightened perspective, many nurses, care staff, therapists, Doctors, psychologists, cooks, drivers, 

cleaners and others did there best to provide care and compassion under very difficult circumstances.  

Footage from the 1970s shows other aspects of life there such as galas, family events and celebrations. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JUzdzh4xZOs 

There are still surviving former residents living in Calderdale as well as people who worked there, myself 

included. The other aspect is to create a historic record with video interviews of those who can give their own 

account of life there and to create a website where a digital history can be shared. For the story to survive we 

now need to act as custodians, to preserve what was an important part of the history of people with learning 

disabilities for future generations.  

https://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/c/F132982 

https://www.workhouses.org.uk/Todmorden/ 

 

Gerard Wainwright  
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