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Annual Report from the Climate Emergency Committee 2020 -2021 

1. The first meeting of the Climate Emergency Committee was 9 October 2019 

and there was one further meeting in the 2019-2020 year. There were 2 

meetings of the Climate Emergency Committee between 23 September 2020 

and 31 March 2021 and eight informal meetings on 12, 19 and 26 October 

2020, 2 November, 7 December, 18 January and 15 March 2021. One 

scheduled physical meeting between 1 April 2020 and 29 July 2021 was 

cancelled due to the Covid19 pandemic.  

 

2. Until now, the Climate Emergency Committee has primarily been engaged in 

fact finding and consultation, but the Town Council agreed to restate the 

Climate Emergency Declaration and outline action plan in November 2020. A 

draft of a prioritised action plan was produced at the CEC informal meeting 

on 15 March 2020 and this plan is to be discussed at the Town Council on 14 

April.  

 

3. The CEC has received presentations from a range of organisations: 

 

• Anthony Rae – Friends of the Earth 

• Catherine Bann – Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament 

• Sarah-Jayne Robbins – Todmorden Flood Group 

• Ginny Harris – Calderdale New Green Deal 

• Mary Clear – Incredible Edible, Todmorden 

• Cllr Mike Potter – Ryedale Council 

• Finn Jensen – Blackshaw Head Environmental Action Trust (BEAT) 

• Dr Nick Green and Diana Tremaine of Todmorden Learning Centre 

• Julia Mercer – Calderdale Extinction Rebellion 

• Dongria Kondh – Treesponsibility 

As a result of contacts made by the CEC with Slow the Flow, Robin Gray has 

also delivered presentations to the Development Committee on: 

• Slow the Flow 

• Peat 

 

4. The CEC has put much effort into considering what Todmorden Town 

Council can realistically achieve. Climate Emergency issues can be global, 

and consideration has gone into what TTC can influence/enable and what it 

can achieve for itself as stand-alone projects.  

 

5. The CEC has also reviewed the current Moorlands Policy (2007) and has 

updated it and referred it to the Development Committee for further 

consideration. It was decided that there was much in the existing policy that 



still applied, but following the presentations above, it was decided to include 

information about flooding and the restoration of the moorlands. It was also 

decided to clarify and state the respective roles of Todmorden Town Council 

and Calderdale MBC. The role of Todmorden Town Council is one of 

enabling other organisations to protect and conserve the moorlands around 

Todmorden. In particular, it was agreed that it will be necessary to engage 

with Calderdale MBC so that the issue of moorlands is recognised as an 

important strategic issue, which amongst other things, impacts on flooding. 

 

The Climate Emergency Committee wishes to thank the Officers for their 

support and guidance through this initial phase of research and fact finding 

and look forward to working with them as we now move towards delivery of 

identified opportunities to deliver interventions at local level.  

 

 Cllr The Revd Graham Kent 

 

 


