Item 16b - Full Council 23rd February 2023
UK & Ireland Mayors, Provosts &
Leaders for Peace Chapter
C/o Manchester City Council
City Policy
Town Hall Extension (Level 3)
Library Walk
Manchester M60 2LA
Email: richard.outram@manchester.gov.uk

Cllr Patricia Taylor
Mayor of Todmorden Town Council

February 2022

Dear Cllr Taylor,
Following on from your Town Council passing a resolution calling on the UK Government to sign
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, I would like to invite you to join Mayors for
Peace, the primary global local authority organisation promoting peaceful towns and cities and the
international campaign for a nuclear weapons free world.
Mayors for Peace was originally established in 1982 by the Mayor of Hiroshima to encourage
solidarity with the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki - the only two cities to date which were
attacked with nuclear weapons - and it calls for a more peaceful and nuclear weapon free world.
The organisation seeks to encourage closer cooperation and solidarity among towns and cities,
strives to raise international public awareness regarding the need to abolish nuclear weapons, and
seeks to contribute to the realisation of genuine and lasting world peace. It also supports the global
initiative of the United Nations Millennium Sustainable Development Goals to eliminate starvation
and poverty, assist refugees fleeing local conflict, support human rights, protect the environment
and tackle climate change, and help solve a number of other issues that threaten our peaceful
coexistence.
Mayors for Peace now includes 8,063 members in 166 countries. This makes it one of the largest
representative organisations of local government in the world; 102 of those members are in
England, Northern Ireland, the Republic of Ireland, Scotland and Wales and include cities like
Manchester, London, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Cardiff, Dublin and Belfast.
Mayors for Peace seek to show that, if we work together, our Councils can play an important role in
promoting peace, justice and tolerance at local, national and international level and encourage
governments to negotiate away the grave threat that nuclear weapons present to all of us.
All member towns, cities and counties in Mayors for Peace seek to contribute to the realisation of
peace by working at the local level to promote community cohesion, deliver positive ways to tackle
the climate change crisis and its consequences, consider the difficulties raised by an increased
level of non-state terrorism, political extremism and foster wider support of human rights. At a
global level, given the international leadership from Hiroshima, Nagasaki and the Mayors for Peace
Executive Board, we seek to raise public awareness on the need to abolish nuclear weapons and
other weapons of mass destruction.
European municipalities have always been at the heart of the organisation and in much of its
activity; at present, there are 3,040 European members in 48 countries, so last November the
European Lead Cities of Mayors for Peace formally launched a European Chapter at the Mayors
for Peace International Executive Conference held in Hanover, Germany, with the aim to provide

Mayors for Peace Registration Form
To Mayor Kazumi MATSUI
Mayor of Hiroshima
President of Mayors for Peace
I hereby express my city/municipality’s support for the abolition of nuclear weapons and desire to
join the Mayors for Peace.*
Name of your country:
Name of your city/municipality:
Current Mayor’s / Provosts / Leaders name (as appropriate):
Gender: □Male □Female
Address:

Telephone:
E-mail:

Contact person to receive email newsletters and updates:
Name:

Gender: □Male □Female

Position:
E-mail:
Council Website:
Population size:
Date:
Mayor’s or Leader’s Signature:
*This registration form is to express your municipality’s decision to join Mayors for Peace. If your
municipality requires specific procedures, including approval from your municipal council, please
submit this form after such procedures are completed.
Please email this form to the International Mayors for Peace Secretariat:
mayorcon@pcf.city.hiroshima.jp
& also copy in the UK and Ireland Mayors for Peace Secretary, Sean Morris:
s.morris4@manchester.gov.uk

Constitution for the UK and Ireland Mayors for Peace Chapter
or the establishment of the ‘UK and Ireland Cross-national Chapter of Mayors

(Name)
Article 1

(Purpose)
Article 2

The group of UK and Ireland Mayors for Peace Member Councils shall be called the
‘UK and Ireland Mayors, Provosts and Leaders for Peace Chapter’.

The purpose of this Chapter is to promote partnership and coordination among
member Councils in the UK and Republic of Ireland (hereinafter, ”Member
Councils”) to ensure that the activities of Mayors for Peace in the UK and Ireland is
carried out in a more proactive manner.

(Organisation)
Article 3
Given the nature of political leadership in local government in the UK and Ireland
the membership of the Chapter shall be led by Elected Mayors, Ceremonial Mayors
and Provosts (or their equivalent, such as Chairpersons or Conveners); or their
nominated representative - who should be elected members of the Council and who
can deputise for the Mayor / Provost (or equivalent) on behalf of their Council
(hereinafter, “nominated representatives”).
(Officers)
Article 4
4.1

The Chapter shall have a Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson. As a ‘Lead City’ and
Secretariat of the Chapter, the Lord Mayor of Manchester shall be appointed as the
Chairperson. This will change if for any reason the Secretariat moves to another
Council on the agreement of Chapter members. The Annual Meeting of the Chapter
shall determine the Vice-Chairperson(s).

4.2

The Chairperson shall represent and preside over the affairs of the Chapter.

4.3

The Vice-Chairperson(s) shall assist the Chairperson and, in case of the inability of
the Chairperson, carry out the duties of the Chairperson on his/her behalf.

4.4

In the absence of the Chair of Vice-Chair(s) they can nominate an elected member from
their own authority to deputise on their behalf. In the unlikely event that this is not possible,
the Chapter meeting can nominate a representative to chair the individual meeting from the
representatives who attend.

(General meeting)
Article 5
5.1
The Chapter shall hold an annual general meeting and one or two ordinary meetings each
year in which efforts to develop, expand and deepen interest in the national and
international activities of Mayors for Peace can be discussed.
5.2

The Chairperson shall convene and chair the general meeting.

5.3

In case Mayors or Provosts (or their equivalent) are unable to attend the general meeting,
they may have a proxy, who must be an elected member from their Council, to attend in
their place.

5.4

The agenda for the general meeting shall be resolved by a majority of attendees and, in
case pros and cons are the same in number, by a vote of the Chairperson.

(Secretariat)
Article 6

The Secretariat shall be established in Manchester City Council to operate the
affairs of the Chapter. In the event that Manchester City Council does not wish to
provide the services of the Secretariat, it will give adequate notice to member
authorities to seek an alternative Council to take on this role. Manchester City
Council agrees that the Council’s Principal Policy & Research Officer (Nuclear
Policy) will provide the Secretariat support. In the event of adequate budget, the
Secretariat may appoint additional support staff in consultation with the Chairperson
and the approval of the Chapter.

(Membership fees)
Article 7
As the Secretariat of the Chapter, Manchester City Council should administer and
process voluntary annual membership fees with a minimum contribution of £120 /
€150 (based on January 2015 exchange rates and reviewed annually) for County,
Metropolitan and District / Borough Councils and £60 / €75 for Town Councils and
smaller levels of local government. This would be a voluntary contribution and
Councils could pay more than the minimum contribution if they so wish. Non
payment does not preclude Chapter membership, but for the development of the
Chapter it is to be encouraged.
(Remit of Chapter)
Article 8
The Chapter will provide a local focus to support the mission of the Mayors for
Peace, as established in its original International Covenant agreed in 1982, and last
amended at its Executive and General Conference in August 2013 – “The Mayors
for Peace, through close cooperation among the cities, strives to raise international
public awareness regarding the need to abolish nuclear weapons and contributes to
the realization of genuine and lasting world peace by working to eliminate starvation
and poverty, assist refugees fleeing local conflict, support human rights, protect the
environment, and solve the other problems that threaten peaceful coexistence within
the human family.”
(Role of elected members, officers and NGO representatives)
Article 9
All decisions of the Chapter will be agreed during the meeting. If there is
disagreement on any particular issue it will be determined by a majority vote of
Mayors / Provosts / Leaders or their nominated elected member representatives
only. Council officers and members of relevant non governmental representatives
will be allowed to observe meetings and make contributions as determined by the
Chairperson, but will have no voting rights for decisions made by the Chapter.
(Provisions for delegation)
Article 10
In addition to what is specified in this Agreement, necessary matters to operate the
Chapter shall be decided by the Chairperson and Vice Chairperson and brought to
Chapter meetings for their approval.
Supplementary Provisions
This Agreement shall come into force from January 30, 2015.

UK & Ireland Mayors, Provosts and Leaders for Peace Chapter
c/o Manchester City Council, City Policy, Level 5, Town Hall Extension, Manchester, M60 3NY
MAYORS FOR PEACE
Model declaration and resolution
Declaration:
1.

There is a real need for Councils to work together in solidarity to promoting more peaceful
and safer communities. At the global level as well there remains over 13,000 nuclear
weapons which have the explosive content to create 280,000 explosions of the size that
destroyed the city of Hiroshima on 6 h August 1945.

2.

The organisation ‘Mayors for Peace’ actively campaigns for a more peaceful world at the
local, national and international level. It also works at the global level for the total elimination
of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction from the world. Led by the
Mayors of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and an Executive Board of 24 cities, with 7,921 member
councils in 161 countries (as of 1st August 2020), and representing over a billion people
worldwide, it encourages towns, cities and counties to show solidarity and declare its belief
that nuclear weapons are illegal in international law and all efforts should be made for their
reduction and eventual elimination. It also calls for its members to tirelessly work for peaceful
communities that respect all of its people regardless of age, gender, sexuality, creed or
colour. It calls for its members to work to promote tolerance, mutual understanding and
community cohesion at the local, national and international level.

3.

August 6 h and August 9th are the annual anniversaries of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki
atomic bombings. On these two dates in 1945 over 200,000 people were killed within
seconds – thousands more have had to deal with the terrible effects of radiation. Since that
date, over 60 million civilians around the world have been killed in wars, local conflicts or
terrorist acts. Across the world peace ceremonies are held by Mayors for Peace members to
remember such innocent civilian populations.

4.

I, Mayor / Lord Mayor / Lord Provost / Provost / Leader / of town / city / county (delete as
appropriate) declare:
•
Nuclear weapons are illegal, immoral devices designed to obliterate entire cities. The
danger of a deliberate or accidental use of nuclear weapons remains virtually
unchanged. We still have thousands of nuclear warheads deployed and ready to fire
on warning. At the push of a button, nuclear-tipped missiles can be on their way to a
target city. If such an event were to take place, some city, home to children and
hundreds of thousands of innocent noncombatants, would suffer utter devastation.
•
I support the Mayors for Peace’s campaign to see a reduction and eventual elimination
of nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction.
•
I support the need to promote peace, justice and toleration at the local, national and
international level.
•
I pledge to sign the membership form to join the Mayors for Peace.
•
I pledge to actively participate in the work of the UK and Ireland Mayors, Provosts and
Leaders for Peace Chapter to promote local peace and conflict resolution initiatives
and events.

5.

I pledge that my town/city will hold annual ceremonies of remembrance each August for the
victims of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki bombings and for all innocent civilian victims of
modern warfare and / or annual ceremonies on International Peace Day on September 21st.

6.

I will read this pledge out at the annual ceremony of remembrance each August.

7.

I support the development of voluntary, annual donations (of £120 for unitary, metropolitan,
district or county councils and £60 for Town and Parish Councils) to build up the local
chapter of Mayors for Peace.

8.

On receipt of a Mayors for Peace flag, I pledge to see it flown from my City / Town / County
Hall on International Peace Day.

Notes:
Further information on the work of Mayors for Peace and an application to join can be found on its
website – http://www.mayorsforpeace.org.

Model Council resolution:
This Council notes there is a real need for Local Authorities to work together in solidarity to
promoting more peaceful and safer communities at the local and the global level. There also
remains over 13,000 nuclear weapons which have the explosive content to create 280,000
explosions of the size that destroyed the city of Hiroshima on 6th August 1945.
The Council also notes the rapid development of the Mayors for Peace organisation, which
campaigns for a more peaceful and nuclear weapons free world. It now has 7,921 member towns
and cities from 164 countries (as of August 1st, 2020), representing over a billion people worldwide.
The main charter of Mayors for Peace calls for “closer cooperation among towns and cities, strives
to raise international public awareness regarding the need to abolish nuclear weapons and
contributes to the realisation of genuine and lasting world peace by working to eliminate starvation
and poverty, assist refugees fleeing local conflict, support human rights, protect the environment,
and solve the other problems that threaten peaceful coexistence within the human family.”
The Council hereby resolves –
-

To join the Mayors for Peace and consider the approval of a voluntary donation of £120 / €130 for
larger Councils / of £60 / €65 for Town and Parish Councils (delete as appropriate) to assist
development of the UK and Ireland Mayors, Provosts and Leaders for Peace Chapter and the
international campaigning work of Mayors for Peace led by its International Secretariats in
Hiroshima and Ypres.

-

To consider, along with the Mayor, a permanent representative for the Council to attend twice
yearly meetings of the UK & Ireland Mayors, Provosts and Leaders for Peace Chapter.

-

To engage with the European Chapter of Mayors for Peace as it develops.

-

To consider holding on August 6th or 9th an annual commemorative peace ceremony to remember
all innocent civilians killed in all conflicts over the past 75 years and / or an annual ceremony to
commemorate International Peace Day on September 21st.

